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Secretaries of State, Lord Temple for the Treasury, Pratt for
Chancellor; proposed some place, not of business, for the
Duke of Newcastle, forgot Mr* Legge, and desired the Duke
of Cumberland for the head of the army. They tell you,
that the King asked him, ' Mr. Pitt, if it is right for you to
stand by your friends, why is it not as right for me to stand
by mine?* and that the treaty broke off, on his Majesty
refusing to give up his. Broken off the negotiation certainly
is. Why broken, I shall, as I told you before, wait a little
before I settle my belief. The ministers were sent for
again; Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple, according to the modern
well-bred usage, were at the levee yesterday, had each their
Drawing-room question; and there ended this interlude.

It is said Lord Sandwich kisses hands to-morrow for
Secretary of State. If a President of the Council is named
too, I shall think they mean to stand it: if not, shall con-
clude a door is still left open for treating.

There was a little episode, previous to this more dignified
drama, which was on the point of employing the attention
of the public, if it had not been overlaid by the revolution in
question. The famous Mr. Wilkes was challenged at Paris,
by one Forbes, an outlawed Scot in the French service, who
could not digest the North Britons. Wilkes would have
joked it off, but it would not do. He then insisted on
seconds; Forbes said duels were too dangerous in France
for such extensive proceedings. Wilkes adhered to his
demand. Forbes pulled him by the nose, or, as Lord Mark
Kerr3, in his well-bred formality, said to a gentleman, f Sir,
you are to suppose I have thrown this glass of wine in your
face/ Wilkes cried out murder! The lieutenant de police
was sent for, and obliged Forbes to promise that he would
proceed no farther. Notwithstanding the present discussion,
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